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Sophia and Peter   grew inimical to a point when rupture became
unavoidable.

One night in. August 1689 Peter received word that Sophia had as-
sembled the Streltsi and was preparing to attack. Peter galloped to
the well-fortified Troitsk-Sergiyev Monastery, where he was shortly
joined by his "sham" regiments and a regiment of the Streltsi, in addi-
tion to some nobles and a few of the boyars. Sophia's attempt to incite
the Streltsi ended in, failure. Meanwhile the number of Peter's support-
ers grew from day to day. A month later Peter took over power. Sophia,
deserted by everyone, was interned in a convent, and her closest aide,
Prince V. V. Golitsyn, was banished to the north.

3  THE AZOV EXPEDITIONS AND PETER'S FOREIGN TRAVELS

The Azov Expeditions, In the early years following the fall
of Sophia?s government. Peter did not meddle in his mother's ad-
ministration of affairs. He continued to indulge in his military games,
which, however, grew more and more earnest as time went on. With
a small group of assistants he built and launched a man-of-war on
Lake Pereyaslavl. Shortly after, he set off for Archangel, where
he had his first.sight of big ships sailing the open sea. In Moscow Peter
frequently visited the foreign settlement, where he made useful ac-
quaintances with foreigners. Patrick Gordon, an old Scottish general,
entertained him with descriptions of the battles he had taken part in.
FranQois Lefort, a jovial Swiss, arranged for him various amusements.
Peter however did not neglect his education. The Dutchman, Tim-
merman; gave him lessons in arithmetic,- geometry and gunnery.
Peter made such rapid progress that he soon began to correct the
mistakes of his teacher, who was not too well versed in the sciences
himself.

Peter's military exercises and manoeuvres were preliminaries for
a new expedition against the Crimea. After Golitsyn's unsuccessful
campaigns, the Moscow government had confined itself to fortifying
the southern borders against Tatar raids. The war against Turkey which
Austria and Poland had begun and to which Russia had become a party
was being waged half-heartedly. Austria and Poland, disregarding
Russia's interests, began negotiations with Turkey for concluding
a. separate peace, whereupon the Moscow government opened negotia-
tions with the Crimean khan. The latter, however, categorically re*
fused to cede to Russia the fortress of Axov, which was held by a Turk-
ish garrison.

The ancient Russian territory in the region of the Sea of Azov was
essential to Russia, as a gateway to the sea via the Don. With Azov
in her possession Russia would constitute a threat to the Crimean khan
in the event of the Tatars attacking the southern borderlands.